Annual Report April 2017 — March 2018

As decided by March 2017, Shikshamitra completed its annual journey (April 2017 — March
2018) without external funding. For the first time training and consultation fees and sale of
materials alone saw Shikshamitra through.

S0, it can be hoped that Shikshamitra will be able to look after itself for the next three years, as planned.
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A, NGOs
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B Hope Foundation Kolkata

_ Shamayita Math Bankura Maths and Bangla

Marfat Murshidabad Bangla, Maths and Logistics
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9, Praajak in Kharagpur, Medinipur Maths and English

collaboration with

Tata Metallics
_Swayambhar Nari

B. Funding Agencies

EENR sahay

Save the childré'ri

olkata

 Math

Early Childhood Education
(through Shamil Montessori House)

C. Developments of a 3 months Teachers Training Progam.
Training of Teachers

13, For NGO Parivar on
behalf of MACE :
| D. Consultation on running of an open learning centre for the children of dumping ground, Bhagar, at

Liluah, run by Helgo Foundation
Howrah

Bangla, English, Maths. Art, Logistics

Kolkata

An interesting trend that has emerged out of the demand for trainings

® While Maths training is most sought after followed by English, demand for Bengali
training is dwindling.
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e When inquired about the level of basic mastery of Bengali, most organizations observe
that “Bengali being the mother tongue children know something”. English is a necessity
and they must know Maths well.”

Unfortunately children are not learning any language properly; an abysmal unpardonable
damage will leave most of the children disabled for life.

Visits related to Art in Education.

In January Shikshamitra was visited by Diane Hebb, director of Art Council in Wales, U.K. in
association with British Council. The Welsh govt. was in the process of putting arts at the
core of the curriculum to improve human life. Diane had looked up Shikshamitra for having
worked around art in education in the school. Therefore she visited Shikshamitra for
interactions and further insights.

In March, a group of Teachers from Wales (again!) along with Director Arts, British Council,
visited Shikshamitra in pursuit of gathering information about art education and looking at
documents.

Artist Noor Islam, our student, joined to share his experiences.
Consultation

Secretary and Chief Coordinator Sudeshna Sinha had taken up a 8 month period of work on
behalf of save the children. Shikshamitra Assistant Coordinator Biswajit Chitrakar, had
rendered valuable support and important inputs in the work.

The work comprised of

Part 1) Development of Assessment Tools and gradation Matrix for Preprimary and Classes |
and Il of Govt. Primary Schools.

Part Il) Development of an Activity Book and Teachers’ guidelines based on the Gouvt, Text
Books of classes | and Il and Preprimary level.

The assessment tools have been tried out and found to be appropriate, easy and user
friendly as claimed by the teachers.

The work in Shikshamitra goes on. The chief person who puts it in the hard work for smooth
running of the organization is Biswajit Chitrakar. Kudos and Congratulations to him!

Besides overall supervision, training coordination, training, liaison, the additional
responsibility of material production rests on Biswajit’s shoulders now.
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